Richardson Township Annual Meeting

March 13,2007

The clerk, Betsy Lundquist, called the 2007 Annual Meeting to order at 8:20 PM. The Pledge of Allegiance was given. The Stukey’s stated they were recording the meeting. The Clerk read and explained the rules of participation. A call for a moderator was made. Audrey Meints, nominated Mary Grunwald as moderator, John Weiss seconded the motion, all approved. The Clerk read the minutes from the 2006 meeting; Gene Ludders made a motion to approve the minutes Martha Healy seconded, all approved. Ron Peterson gave the treasurers report for 2006, Jo Davison made a motion to approve the report, Gene Ludders seconded the motion and all approved. The Preliminary Election results were read for supervisor; Tom Schutta received 60, Don Erickson 40 spoiled ballots 3, For Treasurer Ron Peterson received 78, Lynn Crotty 1. On the Question of should Richardson Township move the Town Election to November of even years to coincide with the general election, Yes 60 votes; No 42 votes 1 spoiled ballot.


Mark Johnson stated he was responsible for the charts in question, which had been mailed or delivered to most residents, and asked why the hours for grading went up so much, in 2006. John Weiss stated that Kowalcyzk gravel is doing as the board asks, and read the minutes of the July 2000 meeting, that Hoffman Gravel had been asked to grade once /week. According to the billing, which the township received from Hoffman’s, that amount of grading was not done. Bud Petty asked how many hours Kowalcyzk charges to complete all the township roads. Mike Smude from Kowalcyzk’s said 19 hours. Gary Hoffman asked to approach the front, John Weiss invited him up. Gary asked why would you grade the roads with few residents on them once a week, and Gary shown John a map of the roads, in Richardson Township. Mary Grunwald asked that we table the discussion until later in the meeting. 

A call for when to have the next Town Meeting was made. Gene Ludders stated the 2nd Tuesday in March at 8:00 PM. Darlene Stone seconded the motion. All Approved.

The Clerk read the Board recommended Levy for 2008, 28,000 General; 95000 Road and Bridge and the Fire Fund at 8000, up from 6000, or unchanged except for the fire fund.  Shirley Stukey stated that according to the Morrison County Record (corrected at the 2008 Meeting) State Auditors Website Richardson Township is 82nd in ranking on spending per capita.  Gene Ludders made a motion to approve the levy at the board recommended amounts, Martha Healy seconded the motion and all approved.

Mary Grunwald asked for Donations. Mary then requested money for the Hillman Area First Responders, John Weiss made a motion to donate $3,000 to the Hillman Area First Responders, Gene Ludders seconded the motion. All Approved.

Gene Ludders made a motion for the Morrison County Chaplency to receive $200, Lois Hayes seconded the motion. All Approved.

A Motion to give $250 to Horizon Health Faith in Action was made by Gene Ludders and seconded by Pat Hatlestad, All Approved

A motion to give $200 to the Mille Lacs Area Health Foundation was made by Shirley Stukey, Jo Davison seconded the motion all approved.

Ben Jorgenson with the Morrison County Ag. Society gave a brief description of the many projects completed in recent years at the Morrison County Fair Grounds, When asked what amounts other Townships have given he stated Pierz Township gave $750 and Little Falls Township gave $1500. Martha Healy mentioned that this area has no 4-H clubs for the kids. He was also asked what was done with the money from the Krafe Estate. Lois Hayes made a motion to donate $500, Jan Dose’ seconded the motion, all approved.

After a discussion on the Trees on Logan Lane, Gene Ludders made a motion to leave the trees; Jan Dose seconded the motion, all approved. Darlene raised a question on the safety issue if the trees are in the right away. Mike Smude stated that they might be a liability.


A discussion on the hills on 360th Ave was started, the clerk stated that the only hills the Bridge project in 2005 did not touch were south of the new culverts. Ted Block asked if it might be possible to take maybe 8’ of the tops of the hills with out needing to touch the ditches and place that gravel in the valley’s. Mike Insley mentioned that last fall when the counters were on the road only 97 cars used the road each week. Mary Grunwald asked to table the issue until more information is available. Gene Ludders seconded the motion.


Jo Davison did not like the MgCl applied last year, it did not seem to work and was to narrow, she would rather have the CaCl. Jan Dose mentioned that the MgCl is safer for the Environment and vehicles. 

Jan Dose also asked had the Township thought what they might do during the summer of 2009 for the residents on Logan Lane when the bridge is replaced at the channel. Even though that is not the designated detour it will get a lot of extra traffic. 

Mary Grunwald asked who wants MgCl. Gene Banike said he needs it by his place on Sycamore, because of the 4 wheelers on the weekends. Gene Ludders also stated that he needs the chloride or he cannot use his deck because of the dust on 263rd. Gene Ludders made a motion to have the township pay 50% of the cost again, Darlene Stone seconded the motion. All In Favor except 1. Gene Ludders asked that we try to insure better coverage this year. Jo Davison made a motion that we spread it wider this year; Mark Johnson seconded the motion, 1 opposed.


Jo Davison asked Gary Hoffman if he had completed the work on Hoffman beach road, he stated he had. Jo stated she had been trying since that work was completed, to get something done about her driveway; She has even contacted Don Meyer. When it rains it is washing out the end of her driveway, because of  two small hills on either side of her driveway.  The Town Board will look into her driveway problem, during the Spring Road review. 


The Road discussion was resumed. The Clerk read a letter mailed to her from the Hatlestad’s complimenting Kowalcyzk Gravel for the manner they conduct themselves and the quality of their work. Mark Johnson commented on the road grading that some weeks the grading was excellent and some marginal. John Weiss mentioned that this summer the town Board will place a counter on Peavy road to get a better feel, for how much traffic Peavy Rd. really has. Darlene Stone agreed. Gary asked if he could answer the prior question on hours. Mike Insley asked how often the Casino Run and Peavy Rd were graded, Gary stated 1/week. John showed Gary the billing for the summer of 2000, and that the billing did not reflect that frequency. John asked Bud Petty what the East Rd was, Bud answered that is the same as the Casino run. Bud stated they graded the Casino Run and Peavy once a week. Kerry Wall stated she has seen a grader go by their place once a week for as long as she can remember. Mary Dose who runs on Logan Lane mentioned that Logan Lane is in much better shape now that Kowalcyzk is grading it once /week.  Darlene Stone mentioned that Whitey Wayteshek has said many times to her that he has never seen the roads in such nice shape. Jan Dose stated that our township does a wonderful job on Logan Lane, of sanding, plowing and grading, and that when you get to the township line it is very obvious that a different company is handling the next township west. Gary Hoffman stated there has been a 60% increase in grading hours. Mark Johnson wonders if something is wrong in how we grade, that the job doesn’t last. The Clerk stated that this last summer the Board had asked Kowalcyzk to Grade 263rd to 400th to 253rd to the town line, part of Sycamore and Peavy Rd to the access twice per week, the additional hours charged were  6–6.5 hours /week or an a minimum of at least 100 additional hours.

Martha Healy, had just attended the Granite Township meeting, and mentioned they were all impressed with something they had tried on Don Meyers Road, and that the board should find out what they did.

John Weiss stated that width of our roads varies from 24-30+ feet, and that makes some of them to wide to get with 2 passes of the road grader. Mark Johnson asked how to reduce wash boarding. Amelia Crotty stated that the gravel last year was not very good. Ted Block mentioned that they need to reverse grading directions every other week, and that will help eliminate wash boarding, Arnold Kowalcyzk stated they do that.


Jan Dose asked Gary how to minimize wash boarding, ripples, act. Gary stated there are 3 major factors. Traffic, Moisture and Gravel. That Long Dry Weather can cause wash boarding in a matter days with very little traffic. John Weiss read a letter on the subject, which went into greater detail on the subject. John Weiss stated that 2 summers ago the gravel appeared to have too much binder in it and that caused it to get slimy when it got wet, and that last summer we lowered the binder content a slight bit. 


Audrey Meints complimented the Township on her Road, that it has never been so nice with the brushing and grading.


The subject of counting loads came up, the clerk was asked to check if our insurance would cover a load counter. Several people asked why if the counter is paid from Kowalcyzk we pay $30 per hour but if the Township pays them they only get $9.00. The cost of all insurance Kowalcyzk was mentioned, along with his truck, his gas. 


It was mentioned that Clean Up Day would again take place.


A big Thank You was given to Don Thompson for all his years of service.


A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mary Grunwald, seconded by Jan Dose, all agreed.


The Board of Canvass met after the meeting, the Final Vote count was Supervisor Thomas Schutta 59 votes, Donald Erickson 41, and Treasurer Ron Peterson 78 votes Lynn Crotty 1. On the question to move the election to November; 60 yes votes and 42 no votes.

Betsy Lundquist Clerk.

